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the object of the petitioners, as for their 
efforts so powerfully exerted to maintaim 
the relations of peace with the United 
States of America, and to relieve the dis- 
tresses of this country, by the revival of its 
manufactures and trade- 
Resolved unanimously, That the thanks 
of this meeting be most respectfully pre- 
«enred to the Right Hon. Lord Stanley, 
who so ably brought forward the motion 
which was acceded to in the House of 
Commons, for an inquiry into the subject 
stated in the petitions ; and also to Alex- 
ander Baring, Esq.; Samuel Whitbread, 
Esq. ; the Right Hon. George Tierney ; 
the Right Hon. George Ponsonby ; Tho- 
mas Creevy, Esq., and the other members 
of the House of Commons, whose patriotic 
and indefatigable efforts have, in an emi- 
nent degree, contributed to carry this 
great and beneficial measure into effect. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks 
of this meeting are also due to Mr. James 
Cropper, and Mr. Thomas Thornely, the 
bearers of the petitions ; and to Mr. Wil- 
liam Rathbone, Mr. John Richardson, 
Mr. J B. Yates, Mr. Thomas Holt, Mr. 
William Alexander Brown, Mr. John 
Okill, and Mr. David Seldcn, who, with 
Mr. Cropper and Mr. Thornely, attended 
during the discussions of this important 
subject in Parliament, and by thp informa- 
tion communicated in their examinations 
before both Houses of the Legislature, k^ve, 
in conjunction with the deputies from other 
trading and manufacturing towns, demon- 
strated in the clearest manner the injurious 
effects of the late Orders in Council, and the 
indispensiblenecessity of those more enlight- 
ened measures, which have already begun to 
produce the happiest effects in the manufac- 
turing and commercial districts of the 
kingdom. 

Resolved unanimously. That this meet- 
ing, taking into consideration the great as- 
sistance rendered to this cause, by Mr, 
Thomas Thornely, as well iii acting as 
Secretary to the Committee of the general 
lleputation in London, from the commer- 
cial and manufacturing towns of the king- 
dom, as by his other valuable services, 
particularly during the illness of his co- 
adjutor Mr. Japies Cropper, requests his 
acceptance of a piece of plate, with a 
suitable inscription, as a memorial of the 
approbation and respect of this meeting. 
William Roscoe, Chairman. 
The Chairman havjng left the Chair, 



it was resolved unanimously. That the 
thanks of this meetnig be given to Mr. 
Roscoe, for his conduct in the clw::- this 
da)f, and for the highly important services 
which he has, in so many instances, ren- 
dered to the town of Liverpool. 

PROTEST, 
Oil the rejection of Lord Stanhope's Bill, 
in the House of Lords, on Friday, July 
3d. ' 

Because the toleration hitherto granted 
to Dissenters by Law is incomplete, a- 
mounting to nothing more than a partial 
and conditional exemption from penalties 
and persecutions, whereas the Bill now 
rejected, by recognizing the right of private 
judgment in matters of conscience, would 
have placed religious liberty on its only 
true and legitimate basis. 

VaSSAI, HOLIAND. 

Stanhofe, 

NOREOIK. 

Lansdowne. 



At a Meeting of Friends to 3 Free Press, 
held on Friday, July 3, 18ia, 

SamOel Brooks, Esq, in the chair. 
_ Resolved, That the following letter, 
signed by our Chairman, be written to Mr. 
Cobbett. 

Croivn and Anchor Tavern, July 3, 1812. 
Sir, 

The same day on which the enemies of 
English Liberty shall cease to enjoy the 
gratification of your imprisonment, the 
Friends of Free Discussion, a sacred right, 
inherent in the rational nature of njan, have 
selected for socially rejoicing in your en- 
largement. 

It will greatly add to their enjoyment, 
if, on that occasion, you will do them the 
favour of being their guest at dinner, to- 
gether with such of your family or inti* 
mates, as you may wish sjjould accompany 
you. 

Those, Sir, from whom you receive this 
invitation, stre anxious to express to yoii 
in persop the same sense they entertain of 
the obiigatiops your country, in their 
judgment, ewes you, for the various ser- 
vices to which talent of a superior order, 
is alone competent. 

They more particularly desire to con-! 
gratulate jfou on the conscious shame al- 
ready manifested, of having foreign hire- 
lings, who never knew what liberty was, 
to defend .England ajjd her freedom, as. 
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well as the great degree of reformation al- 
ready produced, touching that inhuman 
and degrading punishment to which Eng- 
lish soldier* had been subject, until Sir 
Francis Burdett, iii Parliament, and your- 
ieff, through the potent medium of the 
prtM, so successfiilly exposed a practice 
dilce uawarrant^ by the English consti* 
tntion, and uncongenial with English 
f^ing ; for by the immemorial law of the 
land, a land in which bondmen are no 
lonjer fenowJi, freemen only formerly 
boi;e arms, slaves only were whipjied. 

We lament, that when that shame be- 
gan to operate, and that reforming com- 
menced, your prison-door. Sir, did not 
Hy open, that an immediate period might 
have been put to that- punishment you 
luid suffered, for having only expressed 
what every enlightened Englishman indig- 
d^tly felt, on seeing foreign soldiers su- 
perintending and enforcing the whipping 
of the native defenders of the land. 

Come, Sjr, among us j and if the tri- 
bute of our gratitude, for your eminent 
services in the cause of freedom, and out 
sympathy for what you have suffered, caB 
in any degree obliterate the impression of 
that sufFering, receive, the tribute warm 
irom the hearts of Englishmen. 

8y cbramand of the meeting, and with a 
lively participation in their sentiments to- 
wards you, I have the honour to subscribe 
myself. Sir, 

Your obliged and affectionate country- 
man, 

S. BKOOK3, Chairman. 

To William Coiiett, £ij. 

To Sxmuel Brooks, Esi|., Chairman of a 
Meeting of FHenda to a Free Press^ 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
pn the Sdjuly, 1812. 

State frittni Mwgtte, Sti July, 1613. 

Sir, 
In answer to the letter, which, pur- 
•l)ant to the requisition of the meeting of 
the 3d instant, you, accompanied by a de- 
putation of that meeting, have done me 
the honour to put into my hands, I have, in 
the first place, to beg the meeting, through 
you, to receive my thankful acceptance 
of the invitation therein mentioned, and 

BELFAST MAG. NO. XLVili. 



in the neit place, to Sssnre the meeting, 
that how far sotver they may have over- 
rated my ability, they cannot over-rate 
my will, to retider services' to that coun- 
try, which, whitevfcr may be my fate in 
it-, Vnll always b : 4ear tO riiy heart, 

Whilev Sir, I entertain ihe^same senti- 
ments as the meeting, rrfative to the na- 
ture of the practice of flogging soldiers ; 
and while, I will not affect to disjruise the 
l>elief, that my e/furcs have had some share 
in producing the steps which now seem to 
tend towards the total abolition of that 
punishment, 1 cannot refr^iin from express- 
sing my thorough convictiOu, th« those 
steps never Wiiild have been talien, had it 
not been for the . exertions of Sir Francif 
Burdett, who, in spite of the malice and 
the calumnies of corruption, )ms so long 
persevered, and is stili persevering, in this 
best work of humanity. 

If an expression of the gratitude and 
sympathy of the meeting ; if even this, al- 
though so consoling to me, should be in- 
'sufficleiit to obliterate from my mind the 
l-ecoUection, that 1 vria sentenced to en- 
dure two year's imprison nent in a common 
jailj to Sod sureties for seven years in the 
sum of five thousand pounds, besides pay- 
ing a fine of a thousand pounds to the 
King, for having strongly expressed my 
indignation at the flogging of English Mi- 
litia men, and at the employment of Ger- 
man troops upon the occasion, and that 
my prison-ooor did nut ily open till the 
last moment of the time had expired, and 
the uttermost farthing of the money had 
been paid ; ifj Sir, these things are net to 
be obliterated from my miad, even by as 
expression of the gratitude aau ., n^i.uiiy 
of the meeting, 1 beg you to assure ihem, 
that it is only by doing all that I am able in 
the cause of the enslaved and oppressed, 
;hat I shall endeavour to. obtain revenge 
Upon those, Who, as you observe, have 
enjoyed gratification at my sufferings. 

In requesting you, Sir, to have the 
goodtiesk to convey these my sentimeiits 
to the meeting, I sm happy m having au 
occasion to express the high respect, and 
sincere personal regard, with wiiicb I (e- 
main your friend, 



Wm. CobbjetT. 



Tu Samuel Sroeh^ Ssy* 



